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H art of the Community

Fund is helping youngsters

Blanket coverage for knitting enthusiasts

Your stories. Your local newspaper

Send your stories via our website: bournemouthecho.co.uk/heartofthecommunity

INHISMEMORY: Louis Ross

DONATIONS made by
a foundation set up in
memory of a popular
teenager have reached

the £35,000 mark.
Louis Ross died aged just 17 in

a skiing accident in France and,
since then, family members and
friends have worked tirelessly
to raise money for a variety of
young people facing difficulties
in their lives.

Among the most recent
donations was one of £2,000
to Ashley’s Birthday Bank,
which supports families and
children in the Bournemouth,

A TEAM of knitting enthusiasts from a
Poole nursing home are doing their bit to
help premature babies.

The residents of Kingland House Nursing
and Residential Home have so far created 20

Poole and Christchurch areas in
times of crisis. The money was
spent on Primark vouchers to
allow children at the domestic
violence refuge and human
trafficking refuge to go shopping
with their support workers
to choose their own clothes.
Household items will be bought
for children who go into care to
make their rooms homely and
welcoming.

The foundation has also
donated £2,000 to Bus Shelter
Dorset, a project based in
Weymouth which has converted
a bus into a home for up to 17

blankets between them, to donate to Poole
Hospital, after “mountains of wool” was
given to the home by Hobbycraft.

The activity has brought together the
residents of Kingland House, who are now

homeless people. The money
will be used to pay for essential
night-time staffing when there
are not enough volunteers.

Downton4Family, which
provides trained volunteers
to support families facing
challenging times, received £500
and a 10-year-old boy received
20 sessions at Horserenity in
Spetisbury. The boy faces many
difficulties including Tourette’s,
ADHD and a processing
disorder, and has been excluded
from school. His family said he
is only happy at Horserenity,
where education is delivered

looking forward to making the trip to the
hospital to hand over the blankets in person.

Manager Ellen Cattell said: “I am so proud
at how motivated our residents have been to
knit all the lovely blankets.”

A big date for
fans of rugby
RUGBY fans are being
invited to scrum on down,
and book a seat at the
eighth annual charity
lunch in aid of Diverse
Abilities.

The charity, which
supports disabled children
and adults, and their
families, throughout the
county is hosting the event
at Hoburne Holiday Park
in Christchurch on Friday,
September 14.

Guests can enjoy
entertainment, food,
networking and celebrity
appearances from former
English rugby union
players Paul Rendall
and Jeff Probyn, plus
David Duckham MBE, an
England, Barbarians and
British Lions legend.

Over the past seven
years the event has raised
a combined total of more
than £166,000 for Diverse
Abilities.

Funds raised at this
year’s event, sponsored
by Dixon Stewart, will
help to ensure the charity
can continue to make a
difference to children
and adults living with
disabilities.

Lauren McCullough,
events manager at Diverse
Abilities, said: “We only
have a limited number
of seats available for this
year’s lunch.”

The sporting lunch
kicks off at 11.45am with
welcome drinks, before
guests take their seats for a
three-course meal.

For more information
or to book tickets visit
diverseabilities.org.uk/
events or call 01202 718266.

through animal therapy and
outdoor pursuits.

Louis Ross, a student at
Canford School, died in
December 2015 when he collided
with a safety fence during a pre-
Christmas holiday with his best
friend’s family in Meribel. His
mum, Penny, thanked all those
who have raised money and said
the charity is in a position to
consider new applications. She
added: “We have plenty of fund
raising planned and offered for
the rest of 2018. How wonderful
that Louis’ Foundation can fulfil
its aims in his name.”

EVENT: DavidDuckhamwith
Rosie and JohnKennar


